
 

AP Capstone: Research 
Summer Assignment 
DUE: August 5th 2019 
 
Part I: Conclusions and Inquiries: On a Google Doc, list each source in bold text, as an APA 
citation. Then, under each citation, provide a list of at least five conclusions or new 
understandings you have, for each document in the stimulus packet. Be sure to write in complete 
sentences, and provide them in a bulleted or numbered list. Additionally, provide a list of at least 
five questions you have as a result of reading and thinking on the document. The questions may NOT be 
yes or no, but instead, open ended inquires which would require further investigation and which you do 
not yet have an answer to.  
 
Part II: Synthesis Reflection(500 words): In a reflection of 500~700 words, explain a new 
understanding(s) or perspective(s) you have as a result of synthesizing your conclusions and 
inquires. This reflection should be holistic and take into account several of the sources. It is not 
specifically necessary that all sources be mentioned, but connections to the sources should be 
discernible. What bigger picture do you see as a result of connecting conclusions between 
sources? What more specific issue or problem is illuminated by seeing it come up in seemingly 
tangential, but ultimately deeply connected ways?  
 
Part III: Synthesis Inquires (300 words): After you have completed your reflection, determine 
what are the three most important questions that need answering at this point. These may be 
entirely new questions, questions from Part 1, or a mix of both. For each question, provide a 
100~200 word explanation of why this inquiry is critical and how further investigation may help 
understanding of the issue.  
 
Part IV: Annotated Bibliography (1500 words): You will need to craft an annotated 
bibliography of a minimum of ten sources, which are related to one or more points of inquiry 
arrived at in Part III. Each source must include a summary of a minimum of a 150 words. The 
summary needs to include a summary of the source contained, as well as reasoning for why it 
applies to the topic at hand. You will need to include key quotes from the sources (one or two of 
the most important), and you will need to explain how each source feeds into the next source, i.e. 
now that you have found this source, what new information, questions, or guidelines do you have 
for the next source you need to go find. THE STIMULUS DOCUMENTS DO NOT COUNT 
TOWARDS THE MINIMUM TEN. Citations must be in APA! 
 
Part V: Final Reflection (1000 words): In a minimum of 700 words, provide a summary of 
what specific area of research you have begun gravitating towards in your annotated 
bibliography. What critical issues you have discovered in that field, and what important 
perspectives exist in the field. Finally, at the end of the reflection, in an additional 300 words, 
explain what you feel in the most important questions moving forward in future research, and 
explain why that question is so important. Be sure to cite any sources used, and to do so in APA.  
 
For information how to properly format and cite: See Purdue OWL’s section on APA 
Formatting https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/


 

 
The Assignment will be due by Monday of the first week before the return of school (August 
5th). It needs to be typed (USE GOOGLE DOCS ONLY) and emailed to me: 
nicholas.anderson@ocps.net  
 
Grades: Each Sections is worth 100 points  
 
Parts 1, II, III, V: Grades will be based on completion. Pieces that meet the minimum word count, 
following the directions, and communicate a minimal level of effort will receive full credit. If a piece is 
lacking in one or more of the categories, then I will alert you to the error and you may revise and return 
for full credit. If a piece is returned to you, you will have until the end of the first week of school (Friday, 
August 16th) to revise and turn in. After Friday, August 16th, any outstanding Summer Assignments, 
either due to failure to complete, or work being adjudicated inadequate, will result in a score of 0 for those 
components. If work is returned and re-submitted, and found lacking a second time, a student will be 
permitted one final time to resubmit the work for credit, as long as it is submitted before the August 16th 
deadline. Students are encouraged to email me assignments early, so that I can provide feedback as to the 
quality. Any assignment emailed to me, prior to August 5th, will not count against the three submission 
maximum for grade forgiveness purposes. Students may submit and resubmit unlimited times prior to the 
August fifth deadlines. Please take advantage of that to receive feedback and ensure your project is of 
good quality.  
 
Part III (Annotated Bibliography) Rubric:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WZ6x5ypNL8ImrzXMk6jFE2MqNZwlu9FqeDdmAHOtFdk/
edit?usp=sharing 
 
Summer Assignment Sources 
 
1. Jiro Dreams of Sushi. Directed by David Gelb. Netflix. 2012 
 
2. Breetzke, G., Landman, K., and Cohn, E. (2014). “Is it safer behind the gates: crime and gated 
communities in south africe. Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, Vol. 29, No. 1. Pp. 123-139 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=182psFQMhPPIt3bnfXssO5ygzUkSNDHti  
 
3. Barnett, M., et al. (2018). “Attention Deficit-Hyperactivity Disorder and Month of School Enrollment”. 
The New England Journal of Medicine. 379:2122-30. Online. 
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KdJmhSLkvwcrktkTB6khyrixr9b50GkU  
  
4.  Flanagan, C. (2001). “Confessions of a Prep School College Counselor”. The Atlantic.  Online. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2001/09/confessions-of-a-prep-school-college-counselor/3
02281/ 
 
5. Amrhein, V. et al (2019). “Scientists rise up against statistical significance”. Nature. Online 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-00857-9 
 
6.Didion, J. (1961). “On Self-Respect: its source, its power”. Vogue. Online. 
https://www.vogue.com/article/joan-didion-self-respect-essay-1961  
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